Concussion Bill Summary

Senate Bill 11-040, the Jake Snakenberg Youth Concussion Act, will be signed this afternoon by Gov. John Hickenlooper.

The measure is one of the higher profile education-related bills of the session. But, like many other bills this year, its scope is relatively limited. Here are the details:

· The law applies to organized, competitive athletic activities for youth aged 11 to 18 but doesn’t apply to college athletics of any type. High school athletics already are covered by similar requirements.

· Every middle school, high school, recreation district and club coach shall take annual training in concussion recognition, which can be taken online.

· Youths suspected of having suffered concussions are to be removed immediately from games and practices and parents notified.

· Athletes can’t be returned to play until cleared by a physician, osteopath, nurse practitioner, physician assistant or psychologist with special training. Specially trained chiropractors can clear athletes who are part of the U.S. Olympic training program.

· Athletic trainers are allowed to supervise an athlete’s return to play after medical clearance.

· The bill contains no enforcement or reporting requirements and goes into effect Jan. 1, 2012.

The legislation, named after a high school athlete who died of head injuries in 2004, has been pushed by the Brain Injury Alliance, The Children’s Hospital, assorted other medical groups and the Denver Broncos. 

