Hickenlooper signs Snakenberg concussion act into law
AURORA | Surrounded by young athletes, coaches, parents and state lawmakers, Gov. John Hickenlooper on Tuesday signed into law a bill that requires coaches of youth sports to be educated about concussions.

The law requires coaches of any organized youth athletic activity for children between ages 11 and 18 to take an online course in concussion recognition training.

“The government’s first role always is to serve and protect our citizens, and I think that’s what this bill is all about,” Hickenlooper said.

The law applies to coaches of all public and private middle schools, junior high schools, high schools, club and recreation youth athletic sports.

If a coach suspects that a youth athlete has sustained a concussion, the coach is required to remove the athlete from the game, competition or practice.

Athletes can’t return to the game until a medical professional such as a physician or a nurse gives the child or teen medical clearance.

Senate Bill 40 was co-sponsored by some legislators whose districts cover Aurora including state Sen. Nancy Spence, R-Centennial, and state Reps. Su Ryden, D-Aurora, and Nancy Todd, D-Aurora.

The bill is dubbed the “Jake Snakenberg Youth Concussion Act.”

Snakenberg died at 14 of a closed head injury in September 2004, a day after collapsing during a Grandview freshman football game.

His mother, Kelli Jantz, attended the bill-signing ceremony and said the fact that the bill shares the same number as his jersey is “more than a coincidence”.

“To have (this bill) serve as his legacy gives me some peace and provides some sense of purpose to our loss ... There’s no doubt in my mind that he is smiling down on us right now,” Jantz said.
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